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The World Friendship Fund
The World Crest
The World Crest is a Scout emblem that has been
worn by an estimated 250 million Scouts since the
Scouting movement was founded in 1919. It is still
worn by 28 million Scouts in 216 countries and
territories and is one of the world's best-known
symbols.
The crest is designed with a center motif encircled
by a rope tied with a reef or square knot, which
symbolizes the unity and brotherhood of the
movement throughout the world. Even as one
cannot undo a reef knot no matter how hard one
pulls on it, so, as it expands, the movement
remains united.
The three tips of the center fleur-de-lis represent
the three points of the Scout Promise. In some
countries, the two decorative five-pointed stars
stand for truth and knowledge.
The crest is white on a royal purple background.
These colors are symbolic as well. In heraldry,
white represents purity and royal purple denotes
leadership and help given to other people.
The World Crest is an emblem of the World
Organization of the Scout Movement and is
authorized for wear on the uniform of all member
associations as a symbol of membership in a world
brotherhood. It is authorized by the Boy Scouts of
America to be worn by all adult and youth
members as a permanent patch centered
horizontally over the left pocket and vertically
between the left shoulder seam and the top of the
pocket.

Through the World Friendship Fund, voluntary
contributions of Scouts and leaders are transformed
into cooperative projects that help Scouting
associations in other countries to strengthen and
extend their Scouting programs. The World
Friendship Fund gives the youth members of the
Boy Scouts of America an opportunity to help
fellow Scouts who are in need of their support. It
teaches Scouts that Scouting is global. Since the
inception of the World Friendship Fund, American
Scouts and leaders have voluntarily donated more
than $11 million to these self-help activities.
The World Friendship Fund was developed during
the closing days of World War II. At that time,
there was a great need to rebuild Scouting in those
nations that had been wracked by war and were just
emerging from the shadows of totalitarianism.
Over the years, this fund has provided Scouts from
around the world with Scouting literature, uniforms,
summer camp equipment, computers, and other
Scouting-related supplies.
Collections for the World Friendship Fund can be
organized during camporees, roundtable meetings,
den and pack meetings, summer camping programs,
blue and gold banquets, or any other Scout activity.
World Friendship Fund brochures, posters, and
labels are available through your local council.
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